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Celebrating 11 Years of the Dental Industry Certificate 
 
The Dental Industry Certificate training program proudly marks its 11th year of 
supporting education and professional growth across our sector. Since 2017, 66 
students have enrolled across five courses, successfully completing the certificate and 
enriching the industry with fresh insight and enhanced capability. The program 
continues to attract both newcomers and experienced professionals seeking to deepen 
their knowledge and skills. 
 
Our 2025 cohort saw nine students graduate, representing Ivoclar (6), Henry Schein 
New Zealand (2), and Pharmaco (1). This year’s top student achieved an impressive 
93%, earning a distinction. With a 70% pass rate required, students reaching 80% are 
recognised with merit, and those achieving 90% or higher receive a distinction award. 
We congratulate all participants on their commitment and achievements. 
 
We also extend sincere appreciation to the lecturers, whose dedication of personal 
time ensures the program’s ongoing success. In 2025, we were delighted to welcome 
three new lecturers—Ian Mercer, Gina Narbey and Graeme Ting—who joined the 
teaching team for the first time. Their expertise and enthusiasm have been invaluable 
additions to the course. 
 
A special acknowledgement goes to the organising committee Meg Sharpe, Christine 
Bell, Praneesh Prasad and Sandy Astridge whose tireless work over many years has 
shaped this certificate into the respected program it is today. From content preparation 
and proofing to presentation and exam support, their commitment ensures students 
have every opportunity to succeed. 
 
Registrations for the 2026 Dental Industry Certificate are now open. 
 
If your team has members keen to participate, please contact Sandy Astridge. Details 
on the 2026 course content can be found via the link below. 
 
We are also seeking expressions of interest from industry members who wish to join the 
2026 planning committee. Please reach out to Sandy if you would like to contribute. 
 
sandy.astridge@mtanz.org.nz 
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